Rotary Club Speech

Hi, my name is Katy and this is Rex. We are Venturer Scouts from Canberra, Australia. We are here to talk to you about the Honiara Project, also known as ‘Iumi Tugeda’. The people doing this project include 44 Scouts, Venturers, Rovers, Leaders and adult helpers from the ACT and the surrounding regions. The average age of the Scouts on this project is sixteen, our Team Leader, Sophie Palavestra is only seventeen. As you can see, our project is basically run by the youth!

This project started when one of our scout leaders Bob Sobey came over to the Solomon Islands with the Australian Federal Police to serve for six months. On his return to Canberra he mentioned to the ACT Venturer Commissioner, Max, that there was a Red Cross Development School in Honiara that was in need of urgent repairs. From that conversation this project has evolved. 


The official aims of the project are to give young people an opportunity to develop through implementation and completion of a socially rewarding project designed to challenge and inspire. Other aims include; cultural exchange, youth run project, the project itself and to have fun. 

In preparation for this project we participated in many fundraising activities such as BBQ’s, Raffles and Trivia Nights. We also went on three formal training days. On these training days we learnt about Leadership and Teamwork, Lightweight Travel, Communication, Fund Raising, Safety, Cultural Diversity, Fairness and Respect, Risk Management, Health and Hygiene, Pigeon, Money Matters, Shopping, Security and Recreation Activities. This went over a period of thirteen weeks.

So far we have put in a water filter so the school children can drink straight from a tap and enough filters to last seven years. We have put in a new kitchen bench as the other one had rotted. We cleaned the walls, rubbish, mess, cut the grass and repainted the kitchen. We have also fixed the toilets and fixed and re-tiled the shower. Whilst doing this we have had lots of fun and made lots of new friends with the Solomon Islands Scout.

The scouts are divided into Four Patrols with the adults working in there own separate patrol. Each patrol has about 8 people.  They are guided by a Patrol Leader, and the Patrol Leader is assisted by an assistant Patrol Leader. Our daily activity is determined by a timetable that the Project Council worked out. We rotate through cooking, project operations, which is working on the school, clean up, and day-off.  When we do cooking we go down to the markets and buy all the food for the day. We then have to cook it and serve it to the rest of the project team.  Clean up includes filling water bottles, sweeping, mopping, putting things away, and giving the place a general clean up.  Project operations includes doing what needs to be done on the day.  This is determined by the project council and the site manager.  When we have a day-off our patrol can do whatever we want.  Patrols have gone shopping, gone to other islands, been on road trips, helped out with the school, and relaxed.  We would like to acknowledge the Solomon Island Scouts for helping us, showing us new activities and games, staying up all night as security and most of all having fun with us and being so welcoming.

Our other hopes for the school include adding more computers to connect them to the web, and to be used for simple learning games.  Our team hopes to be able to come back in the years to come and build on what we have already done.  We hope to make this a regular thing, and give other people the opportunity to participate.  We also hope that Solomon Island Scouts can come over to Australia and visit and participate in our activities.  My hopes include being able to come back and help out even more and keep in contact with the Scouts over here.

We as a group are very happy to be here.  We have had an excellent time, and look forward to any other projects we can go on.  This project has opened many doors to amazing friendships with Solomon Islanders and the Scouts over here.  We’d like to thank everyone who has helped us and given us support.  These include the Solomon Islands Scouts, the Solomon Islanders who have been so friendly, our family and friends for helping us to fundraise and we would especially like to thank all the youth members that have put the project together, and the adults for their guidance.  

The reason I am here at this meeting is because my local rotary club sponsored me to help pay my fees.  The club is the Rotary Club of Belconnen, whose number is 9710.  They have asked me to pass on this banner, an Australian Flag and a sticker.  The project team has also asked me to pass on these badges from the project.

We would also like to thank Max for printing this speech out for us.

Thank-you.

